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A. L. A. NEWS 
NOTES FROM A. L. A. SECTIONS 


AGRICULTURAL LIBRARIES 
SECTION 
Organized May, 1911 
Committee on Cooperative Bibliographical 
Aid 

HE most active committee of the 
Agricultural Libraries Section is 
the Committee on Cooperative Bibliog- 
raphical Aid of which Mary G. Lacy, li- 
brarian of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics is chairman. The Committee 
has been compiling lists of books which 
have been published in Rural America. 
Recently Miss Lacy received the follow- 
ing letter of appreciation from the edi- 
tor: “I want to report to you that all the 
comments we have had in regard to the 
list of literature which your Committee 
has compiled are very favorable. You 


have certainly been able to meet a great 
need which the members of the Asso- 
ciation have felt for a long time.” 


West Baden Program 


The next meeting of the American 
Library Association at West Baden will 
be in close proximity to the great agri- 
cultural states of the Middle West and 
it is hoped that an unusually large num- 
ber of librarians of agricultural libra- 
ries and land grant colleges and uni- 
versities will be present at the meeting 
of the Agricultural Libraries Section. 
The meeting will especially feature re- 
cent agricultural literature and the re- 
sponsibilities and privileges of land 
grant college libraries. A partial re- 
port will be given on the Survey of 
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Land Grant Colleges as it relates to the 
libraries. A paper will be given on 
“Getting Ready for Research in a Land 
Grant University Library.” There will 
be reports on recent agricultural litera- 
ture—also on agricultural periodicals 
and it is hoped that there will be a 
paper on “Instruction in Agricultural 
Library Work.” A committee report 
will be made on future activities of the 
Agricultural Libraries Section. 
WILLARD P. Lewis, Chairman. 
CATALOG SECTION 
Organized In 1900 
A detailed program o° the West 
Baden meeting will appear in the May 
Bulletin. 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS SECTION 


Organized November, 1900 
An Appeal! 


Last year the Children’s Librarians 
Section had a membership of 604, but 
there are still many children’s librarians 
who have not joined our ranks. Why 
not make our membership a thousand? 
Our work is so important and far reach- 
ing, can we not make our influence still 
greater by our united membership? 
Fifty cents in stamps is easy to send and 
most acceptable. 

HELEN F. INGERSOLL, Treasurer. 
Membership 
Mary Frances Cox, Chairman of the 


Membership Committee, reports ninety- 
three new members. 


Note on Textbook by Effie L. Power 

The textbook on Work with Children 
is slowly taking form and I hope to 
have it in shape for criticism by May. 
It has been planned for student’s use in 
library schools but I trust it will prove 
useful in training classes and summer 
schools. I shall try to make it readable 
as well as practical. The subjects cov- 





ered are the everyday duties and prob- 
lems in children’s library rooms in pub- 
lic libraries, schools and wherever they 
exist. 

Suggestions from all members of the 
Section are urgently requested. 


Committee on Book Production 


The Committee on Book Production, 
Elva S. Smith, chairman, reports a sup- 
plementary list of children’s books in 
Braille in preparation; progress in the 
establishment of channels through which 
foreign children’s books can be made 
more accessible to libraries; plans for 
closer cooperation between children’s 
librarians and publishers of children’s 
books. 


Committee on Book Evaluation 

The Committee on Book Evaluation, 
Helen Martin, chairman, is compiling a 
short list of recent children’s books, 
which can be purchased for a hundred 
dollars, and hopes to have an exhibit 
of these books at the West Baden meet- 
ing. The Committee is suggesting to 
editors of several popular magazines 
the possibility of including reviews of 
children’s books in their periodicals. 


Committee on Hospitality 


The Committee on Hospitality, Car- 
rie E. Scott, chairman, extends not only 
a Hoosier but a great big Middle West 
welcome to all children’s librarians and 
assistants who attend the conference at 
West Baden. A room has been re- 
served at the West Baden Hotel for the 
headquarters of the section. This will 
be a rallying place for all interested in 
library work with children. Tea will be 
served each afternoon and an oppor- 
tunity will be given to meet a number of 
honor guests and prominent members of 
the profession. 
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Help Wanted! 

Can’t some one think of a way to find 
the $20,000 a year needed to carry out 
the program for the development of 
children’s work tentatively approved by 
the Executive Board of the A. L. A.? 

ANNABEL Porter, Chairman. 


COLLEGE AND REFERENCE 
SECTION 

Dates From the First Meeting Held In 1889 

The meeting at West Baden will in- 
clude a report of the committee on Wil- 
son periodical indexes, by Carl L. Can- 
non; a report of the committee on the 
definition of professional assistant, by 
Sydney B. Mitchell; a report of the 
committee on a required course in the 
curriculum on the study of library tools, 
by F. K. W. Drury; and a report of the 
committee on new forms and definitions 
for college statistics, by J. S. Fowler. 
H. M. Lydenberg will speak on “The 
Proposed Yearbook of University Li- 
braries,” H. O. Severance and J. T. 
Gerould will discuss “Doctoral Disserta- 
tions of University Libraries: Should 
they be Collected, Cataloged and Pre- 
served?” and D. B. Gilchrist will talk 
about the “Value of Published Annual 
Reports of University Libraries and the 
Need of Comparative Statistics.” Ed- 
ward C. Williams will speak on “Li- 
brary Needs of Negro Institutions.” 


COUNTY LIBRARIES SECTION 
Organized June, 1927 

The new County Libraries Section, 
since taking on the dignity of a section 
after functioning as a round table group 
for several years, expects to have one 
session at the West Baden meeting of 
the A. L. A. Its program will be lim- 
ited to a discussion of some of the ac- 
tual problems in county library work 
and it is hoped that methods in county 
library administration in the various 


sections of the country will be discussed. 
Any persons interested in the county li- 
brary idea are urged to affiliate with 
this group. 
EtrHEL I. Berry, Chairman. 
LENDING SECTION 
Organized June, 1920 
See March Bulletin for West Baden 
program. Janet L. Hannaford, of the 
Dayton Public Library, will act as sec- 
retary in place of Ina T. Aulls, of the 
Denver Public Library, who will be un- 
able to attend the conference. 
ELIZABETH SUMMERSBY, Chairman. 


PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
SECTION 
Organized June, 1909 

The general topic of the meeting at 
West Baden will be “The Academic 
Training of the Librarian.” The Chair- 
man will open the meeting with re- 
marks of about five minutes on the 
question “Professional or Technical ?” 
There will be a paper by J. C. Bay on 
“The Place of Sciences in the Training 
of the Librarian.” There will be two, 
possibly three, other papers, presum- 
ably on “The Place of the Social Sci- 
ences,” “The Place of Foreign Lan- 
guages” and possibly, “The Place of 
Encyclopaedic Study in the Training of 
the Librarian.” It is hoped that this 
will be followed by discussion as to 
when, where and how the librarian is 
to get this academic training. 

Henry B. Van Hokesen, Chairman. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 
Organized January, 1915 
At West Baden 
The School Libraries Section looks 
forward to two stimulating sessions at 
West Baden. Following the precedent 
of the Toronto meeting one of these ses- 
sions is to be held jointly with the Chil- 
dren’s Librarians Section. 
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This program is being planned to of- 
fer opportunity for discussion and in- 
terpretation of some of the problems 
common to those who work with chil- 
dren in schools and public libraries. 


School librarians have many things to 
discuss this year. The Yearbook under 
Harriet Wood’s direction has provided 
a medium for reports of progress and 
achievement, and the second issue of 
the Yearbook is looked for with antici- 
pation. School Library Standards and 
Curricula, which has just been issued 
by the Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship from A. L. A. Headquarters, 
sets forth with splendid clarity and defi- 
niteness the school library problem as 
it now exists throughout the country, 
and emphasizes the magnitude of the 
need of training for the increasing num- 
bers of elementary school librarians. 
Normal schools and teachers colleges 
should give careful consideration to the 
“minimum curriculum” in library work 
for training elementary school librarians. 


Score Card For School Libraries 


A score card for measuring the ef- 
fectiveness of high school libraries has 
been prepared by Martha Wilson, and 
has aroused much interest and discus- 
sion. It has been used by Edwin L. 
Miller, assistant superintendent of 
schools of Detroit, in a recent survey of 
high school libraries in the North Cen- 
tral Association. Mr. Miller’s report 
and recommendations on the findings of 
this survey will be of interest to all 
librarians. 


Textbook on Administration 


The A. L. A. textbook on school 
library administration is in process of 
preparation, under the direction of the 
A. L. A. Curriculum Study. 





Other Activities 
Scrapbooks representing the activities 
of high and junior high school libraries 
throughout the country are being as- 
sembled through a committee of the 
School Libraries Section. This material 
will be on exhibition at West Baden. 
An active membership committee of 
the School Libraries Section has also 
been at work for two years, with grati- 
fying results in growth of membership. 
It is unfortunate that many school 
librarians will find it impossible to leave 
their work for a May meeting. Those 
who do meet at West Baden will find 
the air of the School Libraries Section 
full of vitality. 
Marion Lovis, Chairman. 


TRAINING CLASS SECTION 
Organized January, 1925 

The Training Class Section is about 
to hold its fourth meeting at West 
Baden. 

So far the majority of the members 
are conducting annual training classes 
in large or medium sized libraries. We 
should like very much to have as mem- 
bers also those who conduct training 
classes only now and again. Unless we 
have a representative group of those en- 
gaged in training class work the Sec- 
tion may become lopsided and represen- 
tative of only certain phases of training 
class work. 

The program this year is intended to 
cover the subject so thoroughly and yet 
so generally that hereafter it will be pos- 
sible to go into specific details of the 
work without danger of losing the sense 
of proportion and relationship. It is 
to be hoped that the principles and 
methods discussed will be equally ap- 
plicable to such training classes as are 
held once every few years under the 
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auspices of a department head or libra- 
rian, and to those conducted annually in 
larger libraries with some one in charge 
whose full time is devoted to the work. 
The membership dues are fifty cents 
a year. Applications will be gladly re- 
ceived by the secretary, Alice Dunlap, 
Public Library, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
AGNES F. P. Greer, Chairman. 


TRUSTEES SECTION 
Organized In 1890 

The Program Committee plans to have 
several prominent speakers address the 
section with ten or fifteen minute talks 
on different phases of the subject of 
library endowments. A detailed pro- 
gram will appear in the May Bulletin. 





LIBRARY CONGRESS IN MEXICO 

The American Library Association 
has accepted an invitation to send dele- 
gates to the Second National Library 
Congress of Mexico, to be held in Mex- 
ico City, April 16-21, 1928. The fol- 
lowing delegates have been appointed by 
the Executive Board: Carl B. Roden, 
president of the A. L. A.; John T. 
Vance, chairman of the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Library Cooperation with the 
Hispanic Peoples; Nathan van Patten, 
who will be in Mexico in the interest of 
the Stanford University Libraries, and 
Carl H. Milam, secretary of the 
A. L. A. 

The acceptance of the invitation from 
Mexico has been made possible by a 
grant from the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, of which Dr. 
Nicholas Murray Butler is chairman. It 
is the hope of the officers of the Asso- 
ciation and of the Carnegie Endowment 
that this may be the beginning of the 
development of closer relations between 
the librarians of the United States and 


-Canada and those south of the Rio 


Grande. 


PARIS LIBRARY SCHOOL 

To MEMBERS OF THE LIBRARY PRo- 
FESSION : 

The American Library Association is 
issuing a final appeal to those with li- 
brary interests at heart to rally to the 
support of the Paris Library School. 
Only one more year remains of a five- 
year demonstration period, after which 
a plan is under way to have the School 
taken over by a large American univer- 
sity as a foreign branch. The sum of 
$37,500 is all that is needed to assure 
the completion of the demonstration 
period. Unless this amount is in sight 
by April 15 the Paris Library School, 
which has supplied 184 American 
trained librarians to as many important 
positions in European countries, must 
be closed at the end of its present term 
in June. This important agency for in- 
ternational library relations should not 
be lost. 

Pledges are being received now at the 
Association Headquarters, 86 East Ran- 
dolph Street, Chicago, for contributions 
to this fund which will be payable by 
July 1, 1928. Checks may be made pay- 
able to the American Library Associa- 
tion. 

May we have your support (and, 
through you, the support of some friend 
of libraries) to assure the continuance 
of this significant library service to 
America and Europe. 

Cart H. Mira, Secretary, 
American Library Association. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION 
The Committee on Library Extension 
has received from the secretary of the 
Vermont Free Public Library Depart- 
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ment an encouraging report of progress 
in library rehabilitation in the flooded 
district. New equipment has _ been 
bought for the State Department, the 
room cleaned and painted, and seven 
thousand books prepared for circulation. 

The Waterbury Public Library and 
the Kellogg-Hubbard Library of Mont- 
pelier reopened in December, physical 
repairs are now almost completed and 
the book collections are being built up. 
The Johnson Library is still in the 
hands of workmen. In spite of all han- 
dicaps, both state and local libraries 
have circulated almost as many books as 
usual. 


MEMBERSHIP NOTES 


Second class mail is being returned 
from some cities because of the lack of a 
street address. If you are not receiving 
your Bulletin promptly, it may be be- 
cause the Membership Department does 
not have your street address. Send it 
in. 


REFERENCES TO LIBRARIES 
WANTED 

The Adult Education department is 
compiling a list of references on what 
men and women have said about the part 
public libraries have played in their lives. 
Librarians are requested to send to 
Headquarters any such references which 
have come to their attention. Short ac- 
counts of the influence of the public 
library on the life of any library patron 
are also desired. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


The annual reports of committees 
and officers will be issued as the June 
Bulletin and distributed to all members 
in advance of the conference. They 
will not be printed in the Proceedings. 


PROPOSED LEGISLATION IN 
CONGRESS 


Louis J. Bailey, chairman of the 
A. L. A. Committee on Federal and 
State Relations, gives the following in- 


formation on proposed library legisla- 
tion in Congress: 


H. R. 8304. Introduced by Repre- 
sentative Robert Luce of Massachusetts, 
and S. 2040. Introduced by Senator 
Copeland of New York. 


Both bills cover the same purpose. A 
fifth class of postage is provided for 
mailing books only, with rates of 2%4c 
a pound flat for all zones. This is con- 
siderably less than the present fourth 
class rates, but lc higher a pound than 
reading matter mailed in magazine form. 

Hearing was given by the House 
Committee on Post Office and Post 
Roads in February and Chairman Griest 
on March 13th reported for the Com- 
mittee H. R. 12030 which amends the 
general statutes regulating postal rates. 
This provision provides an amendment 
to the 4th class section giving libraries 
a special rate in the first three zones, 
virtually the library-post that the 
A. L. A. has been seeking for a number 
of years. Efforts should be continued 
for a book-post, however, as it would be 
of wider application—important to in- 
ter-library loans and of real service as 
a national educational factor. Senate 
action remains to be taken. 


H. R. 10545. Introduced by Repre- 
sentative Luce to create an establish- 
ment to be known as the National 
Archives. A new building for the stor- 
age of public records is included in the 
building program. The bill makes pro- 
vision for the organization of a staff to 
carry on the archives work. The Li- 
brarian of Congress is made “Director 
of National Archives” and given power 
to appoint an “Archivist of the United 
States.” The Luce measure improves 


upon that introduced earlier by Senator 
Fess and should receive special empha- 
sis. 
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H. R.- 5626. Introduced by Repre- 
sentative Montague of Virginia. The 
bill relates to the publishing of the 
names of the heads of families as re- 


turned by each federal census from 
1800 to 1840. 


H. R. 9296. Introduced by Chairman 
Griest of the Committee on Post Office 
and Post Roads. The general effect of 
this will be to reduce the rates slightly 
in each class. The Post Office Depart- 
ment is directed to record and credit 
postal service with the cost of service 
given to free and franked mail. 


H. R. 9355. Introduced by Repre- 
sentative Luce. This provides for con- 
demning and taking over certain prop- 
erty to the east of the present Library 
of Congress building. 


S. 1168. Introduced by Senator Fess. 
An amendment to the bill passed in 
1925, which authorized the continuance 
of editing and publishing, by the Sec- 
retary of State, of the official papers of 
the Territories of the United States now 
in national archives. This bill was 
passed in the Senate February 3 with a 
slight amendment and is now in the 
House. 


S. 725. Re-introduced by Senator 
Johnson of California to increase the 
number of depository libraries. The bill 
will overcome the many inequalities due 
to the old measure now in force. It is in 
the hands of the Committee on Printing. 


Every librarian or A. L. A. member 
should write to his local representative 
and senators and the chairmen of the 
committees to which the bills are re- 
ferred, expressing approval and asking 
support for such of these measures as 
he desires passed. Copies of the bills 
will be sent by your congressman on 
request. 





It is with pleasure that we note the 
passing by the Senate of the bill provid- 
ing for an increase in the salary of the 
Librarian of Congress. Since the pas- 
sage of the bill by the House, the pro- 
fession has been hopefully awaiting this 
news. 





H. H. B. Meyer represented the 
A. L. A. at the hearing on the book post 
in Washington recently. 


THE CARNEGIE TRADITION AND 
THE A. L. A.* 
By 
DR. FREDERICK P. KEPPEL, 
President, The Carnegie Corporation of New York. 


To discuss the Carnegie tradition I 
have to go back to before the Civil War. 
There was a Colonel Anderson of Penn- 
sylvania who had some books. He put 
a little note in the Pittsburgh paper to 
the effect that he would be in his house 
on Saturday afternoons at a certain hour 
and that any apprentice who came prop- 
erly introduced could take out a book 
from his library, return it, and get an- 


*An informal address given at a recent dinner 
meeting for library trustees, university trustees and 
others interested in libraries. 


other book on succeeding Saturdays. 
The next issue of the Pittsburgh paper 
contained a letter which was a mixture 
of gratitude and fury, gratitude that 
anybody should think of the little boys 
of the town, and fury that it was limited 
to apprentices. The writer was an errand 
boy. Why shouldn’t he have the oppor- 
tunity of borrowing books? 

The Colonel sent for this writer who 
said that his name was Andrew Car- 
negie. The privileges were opened to 
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him, and, when he had to leave school 
at the age of thirteen, he began what 
became a really, all-around, first-rate 
education which he got himself from 
books. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARIES DOT 
THE WORLD 

We have a gap in the record for a 
certain number of years while Andrew 
Carnegie was learning to make money 
in the steel business. He had decided 
in the Colonel Anderson days that, when 
he could, he was going to do the same 
thing, and presently he began to have 
a lot of fun. He offered to all and 
sundry towns a library building. He 
confined himself to the construction of 
the building, and he did it on condition 
that the community provide land and a 
certain definite portion of the financial 
support for the conduct of the library. 

This kept on until there were libraries 
spotted all over the world—tlibraries in 
the Fiji Islands out in the Pacific; libra- 
ries in the Seychelles Islands of the In- 
dian Ocean, of which many people have 
never heard. He spent personally, and, 
after he had funded his fortune the Car- 
negie Corporation spent, something over 
$52,000,000 in public library buildings. 

Then something happened. During 
the war word was sent out from Wash- 
ington that all labor and all material 
should be conserved for military pur- 
poses, and the trustees of the Carnegie 
Corporation stopped the building of 
library buildings “until further notice.” 
That further notice has never been 
given, because, having once stopped, 
they also looked and listened, and they 
decided, if a demonstration had been 
made that a community needed a library 
building it had been made with the $52,- 





000,000, and it might be well to do some- 


thing else with the same proportion of 
available funds. 


What was the next thing to do? This 
is only a few years ago. If anybody at 
that time had asked an intelligent and 
well informed foreigner to name the 
three greatest contributions to human 
enlightenment which had come from the 
American people, there is no doubt at 
all that among those three he would cer- 
tainly have named the American public 
library and he would probably have put 
it at the head of his list. 


That was due to what the modern 
folks would call a fixed idea on Mr. 
Carnegie’s part, but it was due to an 
even greater degree to the fact that the 
American librarian had made himself a 
different kind of librarian than the world 
had ever known before, and he had done 
it mainly through his own professional 
body, the American Library Association. 
This whole thing must so impress us and 
the stranger—that the idea of bringing 
people to books if possible; but if not, 


bringing books to people—is an Amer- 
ican idea. 


LIBRARY SERVICE INSTEAD 
OF BRICKS 

So, our Board decided that, instead of 
going on with the building of libraries 
with bricks and mortar, it would help 
the librarians to help themselves build 
up the library service, and they began 
by annual grants of money to enable the 
librarians to do jobs of which they saw 
the importance and which they couldn’t 
do from their ordinary income. 

They also helped the librarians in their 
desire to look after the coming genera- 


tion of librarians and the library schools. 
I think I am safe in saying that, of all 
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the professions, the two which recognize 
the responsibility for the training of 
those who come after them the most 
vividly are the architects and the libra- 
rians. An architect never thinks of his 
own time or convenience if it has some- 
thing to do with the great tradition of 
his profession, and it is precisely the 
same with the librarian. 

Those annual grants went along; but, 
if you want to accomplish anything 
worth while with money which isn’t 
yours but which is given in trust to your 
Board, you must take the long view, not 
only for the sake of the beneficiary, but 
for the sake of the foundation itself. 


TEN YEAR LIBRARY PROGRAM 

How is one to apply this idea to the 
specific situation in library service? 
When we first decided what would be 
the lenger view—what would be a period 
of years that wasn’t too long and wasn’t 
too short—we decided on ten years. And 
we decided that for ten years we might 
put in $500,000 a year. 

We decided we ought to make pos- 
sible the start of a new library school, 
which will be from the very beginning 
a real part in a real university; not a 
large school, but a school which will be, 
say, comparable to the Hopkins Medical 
School. Our real love, however, was 
still the American Library Association. 
We wanted to continue such of the 
grants as had been made for specific 
purposes to the American Library Asso- 
ciation and at the same time contribute, 
as these funds would permit, to an 
endowment to that Association. 

Having done it in theory, we con- 
sulted our friends in the American 
Library Association. We were trying to 
find out whether they had the capacity 


for looking ahead, whether they could 
take the long view. We decided, after 
consulting with them, that they had. 
Then we looked around to see whether 
there was any university which was will- 
ing to try out a wholly new type of pro- 
fessional school, and we found it in the 
University of Chicago. 


LEAVING THE PUBLIC NO ALIBI 


We know perfectly well that we 
haven’t made all the provisions the 
American Library Association needs, 
and I think we were quite right for their 
sake, as well as our own, in leaving them 
pretty hard up considering the oppor- 
tunities they have in the whole scheme 
of American life. It is a very bad thing 
for any enterprise to get so closely asso- 
ciated with any single source of supply 
that other people have an alibi. For 
example, the very generosity of Mr. 
Rockefeller, in the early days, to the 
University of Chicago was about the 
hardest hurdle the University had to 
get over—to make the community feel 
that it had one of the big institutions 
of the world and that it was up to the 
citizens to support it. 

Great as is the work, great as are the 
opportunities, great as is the load on the 
public library today, my guess is that 
the load is going to be immensely in- 
creased in the development of education. 
Education is going to be recognized 
more and more as a life-long process, 
and no greater agency exists for its con- 
tinuation than the American public 
library. The use and the success of the 
American public library depends more 
than anyone can realize on the American 
Library Association. 
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A. L. A. PUBLICATIONS 


EADS of library schools and 

others will be interested to know 
that The selection and acquisition of 
books for library schools, by F. K. W. 
Drury has been completed and is soon 
to be mimeographed for experimental 
use. This will be the third manuscript 
to appear in the Library Curriculum 
series. 


Since a great deal of newspaper pub- 
licity has been given to the fact that no 
fiction is included in the list of Forty 
Notable American Books of 1926, pre- 
pared by the A. L. A. for the League of 
Nations, it seems well to state that this 
omission was in conformity with the reg- 
ulations of the International Institute of 
Intellectual Cooperation which 
cated the divisions of the list. 


indi- 


Readable as fiction is the title of a 
new reading list prepared by the New 
York State Library and published by 
the A. L. A. It is nearly ready for 
delivery. New editions of A boy's 
book list and A girl’s book list are also 
being issued. These two popular lists 
are compiled by the Book Evaluating 
Committee of the Children’s Librarians 
Section of the A. L. A. Of the 1925 
editions, nearly 150,000 copies of each 
were sold. 


Through the Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary (Baltimore) the A. L. A. has pro- 
cured a small edition of Sixty educa- 
tional books of 1927, which it offers at 
15c a copy. The list is reprinted from 
the N. E. A. Journal and is annotated. 


Essentials in library planning is the 
title of a reprint of three articles by Ed- 
ward L. Tilton, Arthur E. Bostwick 
and Samuel H. Ranck which appeared 
in the December, 1927 issue of the 
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Architectural Forum. The articles cover 
library planning, design, heating, venti- 
lation and lighting. Many pictures and 
floor plans of public and college libraries 
and of branch libraries are reproduced. 
The reprint covers 40 pages, 9x12, and 
is priced at 90c. 


An exhibit of A. L. A. publications 
together with posters and slides about 
school libraries was shown at the meet- 
ing of the N. E. A. Department of Su- 
perintendence, Boston, February 25 to 
March 1. Massachusetts librarians co- 
operated in the exhibit. 


Guide to reference books, new edition 
is being set up as fast as manuscript 
comes from the author and galleys are 
beginning to accumulate. It will prob- 
ably be midsummer or early fall before 
the book is completed. Anniversaries 
and holidays is completely set. Barring 
unforseen delays, the book will make its 
bow at the West Baden conference. 

READING WITH A PURPOSE 

The publishing program for the Read- 
ing with a Purpose courses, which was 
interrupted because of a lack of manu- 
scripts, is being resumed with the publi- 
cation ir April of Dr. Bostwick’s Pivotal 
figures of science. It is expected that 
the courses from now on will appear 
regularly each month as heretofore. 

Adventures in flower gardening by 
Sydney B. Mitchell, director of the 
School of Librarianship at the Univer- 
sity of California and author of Garden- 
ing in California will be published the 
last of April. Other courses to follow 
are Prehistory by George Grant Mac- 
Curdy, French literature by Irving 
Babbitt, The young child by Bird T. 
Baldwin, and Interior decoration by 
Harold B. Eberlein. 
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GENERAL SESSIONS PROGRAM 
ENERAL sessions will be held on 
Monday evening and on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 
mornings. 

The President’s address will be given 
at the first general session and will be 
followed by a reception. Topics and 
speakers definitely arranged for include: 
Effie L. Power on children’s library 
work; “Library extension as a national 
problem,” by Alice S. Tyler; “The li- 
brary and adult education,’ by Charles 
H. Compton; “Libraries and university 
extension agencies,” by R. E. Cava- 
naugh, director of University Extension, 
University of Indiana. 

One whole session will probably be 
devoted to international library matters 
with addresses by C. F. D. Belden, 
W. W. Bishop and possibly some libra- 
rian from Mexico. 

Other topics and speakers will be an- 
nounced in the May Bulletin. 


ROOMING HOUSES 
There are a few rooming houses not 
far from the hotels. Write to Raymond 
Stout, Paoli, Ind., for reservations. 


NOTE 

Since there have been several requests 
for information about restaurants other 
than the dining rooms of the three 
hotels, inquiries have been made and the 
following information received. There 
are two or three little restaurants in 
French Lick. One of these, Condra’s, is 
two blocks from the French Lick Springs 
Hotel. At West Baden, at the Home- 
stead Hotel, there is a large cafeteria and 
also a grill. The Homestead Hotel is 
one block from the West Baden Springs 
Hotel. 








MORE CONFERENCE NEWS 


The prices of meals to those not liy- 
ing at the West Baden Springs Hotel 
are as follows: breakfast, $1.50; 
luncheon, $1.50; dinner, $2.00. 


TRAVEL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Identification certificates, which will 
be mailed from A. L. A. Headquarters 
May 1, entitle members to a special 
round trip ticket to West Baden or 
French Lick for fare and one-half. 

In Illinois, tickets will be sold May 24-30 
inclusive, with return limit of June 8. 

In Oklahoma and Texas (except El Paso) 
tickets will be sold May 23-29 inclusive with 
final return limit June 9. From El Paso the 
return limit is 25 days after date of sale. 

In Colorado (except Julesburg) Montana 
and Wyoming tickets will be sold May 23-29 


inclusive, with return limit 22 days from date 
of sale. 


In New Mexico tickets will be sold May 
23-29 inclusive with return limit 25 days after 
date of sale. In Utah tickets will be sold May 
22-28 inclusive with return limit 25 days after 
date of sale. 

In Arizona and Idaho (Oregon Short Line) 
tickets will be sold May 20-26 inclusive with 
return limit 25 days. In British Columbia, 
California, Idaho (except Oregon Short 
Line), Nevada, Oregon, and Washington, 
tickets will be sold May 20-26 inclusive with 
return limit 30 days. 

In all other states, Julesburg, Colorado, and 
in Canada from Manitoba and from points 
east of and including Armstrong and Fort 
William, Ontario, tickets will be sold May 24- 
30 inclusive, with return limit of June 8. 

Round trip tickets before being hon- 
ored for return passage must be vali- 
dated at West Baden or French Lick 
by agents at the regular ticket offices of 
the lines over which tickets read. 

Members of affiliated organizations 
who are not also members of the Amer- 
ican Library Association should write 
to the secretaries of their respective or- 


ganizations after May Ist for certificates 
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if they wish to avail themselves of this 
special rate. 

More travel information will appear 
in the May Bulletin. 


WANTS—OFFERS 

Any institutional member of the Associa- 
tion may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice 
of books or periodicals wanted or offered for 
sale or exchange. 

Wants 

Ohio University Library, Athens, Anne 
C. Keating, librarian, wants Educational Ad- 
ministration and Supervision, April, 1926, 
Jan., 1927; Educational Review, May, 1926; 
Journal of Education, Apr. 25, 1927; Jour- 
nal of Educational Research, Sept., 1927; 
Teachers College Record, v. 27, no. 3, 5, 6. 


Offers 
Alma College Library, Alma, Michigan, 
Annette P. Ward, librarian, has an unbound, 
incomplete file of the New York Tribune, 
1894 to 1927, for sale or exchange. Also 
many bound and unbound periodicals. 








AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
+ maine B. Roden, Public Library, Chicago, 


First Vice-President—Charles H. Compton, Public 
Library, St. Louis, Mo. 

Second Vice-President—Charles E. Rush, Public 
Library, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Treasurer—Matthew S. Dudgeon, Public Library, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Executive Board—The president, vice-presidents, 
treasurer and Charles F. D. Belden, F. kK Walter, 
Franklin F. Hopper, Edith Tobitt, Theresa Hitch- 
ler, Elva S. Smith, Louise B. Krause, C. C. Wil- 
liamson. 

Secretary—Carl H. Milam, 86 East Randolph St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Executive Offices—86 E. Randolph St., Chicago. 


SALARY STATISTICS 


SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The American Library Association Com- 
mittee on Salaries, Insurance and Annuities 
presents, for the second time, a table of Salary 
Statistics for Small Libraries in towns, with 
few exceptions, ranging from 20,000 to 
50,000 population. 

The difficulties met last year in trying to 
classify the positions in the small library 
under headings used in large systems, resulted 
in a slight modification of outline. 

The headings for assistant librarian and for 
first assistants have not been used in this tabu- 
lation as it was found that few small libra- 
ries had assistants classifying in these positions. 
On the other hand, statistics for department 
heads were itemized under reference, circula- 
tion, catalog, children’s, in order to give more 
definite information. 

Suggestions and constructive criticism of 
libraries represented in this table are respon- 
sible for a certain amplification of detail. The 
total number on the staff, and the total cir- 
culation have been included this year as addi- 
tional measuring sticks which show the use of 
income in relation to the number of people 
to be served. Whenever possible, recent esti- 
mates of population were given, and note was 
made where figures of the 1920 census were 
used. Exceptions, as far as possible, have 
been included in footnotes. 

All positions listed here, with the excep- 
tion of junior assistants, are presumably for 





people with library training, or sufficient years 
of experience as an equivalent. 

Salaries shown are actual amounts now be- 
ing paid, and not merely schedules. 

It is interesting to note that of the thirty- 
two libraries listed, twelve have reference 
departments ; thirteen, circulation departments ; 
thirteen, catalog departments, while twenty- 
two have children’s departments. 


The average salary for librarians of small 
libraries as shown in the following table is 
$2,193; of heads of departments, $1,718; of 
branch librarians, $1,267 minimum, $1,606 
maximum. These are somewhat under the 
averages in the 1927 tabulation, but an ac- 
curate comparison is impossible since returns 
from forty libraries were received in 1927, as 
against thirty-two in 1928. 


Income figures show an increase. The 
range is from $5,000 to $96,673, for towns 
ranging in population from 17,247 to 65,000. 
In 1927 the range was from $3,700 to $79,521. 

Of the thirty-two libraries listed, eight have 
exceeded the standard of one dollar per 
capita, three have practically reached it, and 
nineteen are below the standard. 

Fifty-five libraries were asked to contribute 
to this tabulation. Of this number thirty-five 
responded, twenty did not reply. Three asked 
that their reports be held as confidential. 

Georcie G. McAree, Compiler. 
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City Librarian DEPARTMENT HEADS | ‘ Branch Children’s Catalogen* | 
Reference Circulation Catalog Children’s _ Librarians _ Librarians* 

No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max. No. Min. Me No. 
Brookline, Mass.! 3500 1700 = 1600» «1900 «1800 3 1375 1900 2 1375 1600 . mols 
Burlington, Ia.? 2100 1620 1 1200 TT 
Butte, Mont. 2200 1620 1620 ~—-1620 ie. Fy 
Charleston, W.Va. 1980 3 720 1500 ee -& 
Council Bluffs,Ia. 2700 1920 1500 2200 1920 ae © 
East Cleveland,O.6 3400 2300 2200 2200 3 1700 2500 2 1500 os 
Elkhart, Ind. 2700 ~©=—«1800-Ss«éS00-—s«éi1800—SS—«W 00 ae 
Fargo, N. D. 1800 ios a T 
Great Falls, Mont. 2100 1440 1920 1 1500 aan & 
Jackson, Tenn. 1020 aa 1 
Joplin, Mo. 2100 1400 900 3 420 720 1 0 | 1 
La Crosse, Wis. 2400 1620 2 1200 1380 1 150 .. | ? 
Lakewood, 0.7 4000 2420 2660 4 1800 2200 2 1600 172 2 190 | 2 
Lima, 0. 3000 1800 1800 1500 1 1800 at 
Madison, Wis. 3000 1900 1920 8 1535 1900 9 
Muncie, Ind.° 2400 175010 198011 Pee ES 
Muskegon, Mich.12 5000 2100 2100 2400 2400 5 1320 2100 1 1560 1 130 0/8 
Muskogee, Okla. 2500 1440 1800 1740 1 1080 2 720 1 
Ogden, Ut. 1740 1200 4 
Perth Amboy, N.J. 3000 1 1380 1 1620 ™ 1 10 ./ 4 
Port Arthur, Tex. 2800 4 
Port Huron, Mich. 2000 1660 1 1500 | 4 
Pueblo, Colo. 1620 1 660 aM 2 
Rochester, Minn. 2400 1 1320 ,? 
Springfield, Mo. 1920 1 1500 .. | 2 
Superior, Wis. 2100 1800 1260 1500 1 1440 1 1380 4 
Topeka, Kan. 2100 1620 1140 1440 960 3 780 1140 si 
Tucson, Ariz. 2100 1 1200 : 
Waco, Tex. 2100 1200 1200 150011 1020 a 
Waltham, Mass. 3500 1850" 1600 1550 2 1200 1 1200 j § 
Watertown, Mass. 2400 2 1050 1500 2 1200 1500 1 15900 ...| 4 
White Plains, N.Y. 2500 2200 1400 2100 2100 1 1790 : 

* Department head not included here. ? 


1 Also has assistant librarian—$2300 and head of Order Department—$1800. 
2 1928 estimate. 
8 Also has first assistant—$1620. 
4 1920 United States Census. 


; Includes three half-time assistants. 
ae has assistant librarian—$2600. 


Also has first assistant—$2720. 


' ~ budget. 


Also has head of Extension Department—$1500 
‘Head of Reference Department serves as head of Circulation Department. 


' 
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\.SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


| Salaries, Insurance and Annuities, 1928 








_|— 





































































































a 
Ya,| No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max. on Staff 1927 1927 Engineer 
~| T1300 1400 5 1150 1300 22 66,024.17 44,825.60 39,066.36 374,608 45,000 Brookline, Mass. 
>7 100 .... 3 720 960 8 18,475.00 11,420.00? 10,220,002 + 216,037 -26,376 Burlington, Ia, 
i¢ 1080 1500 aaa Mi” ees 18,190.00 15,040.00 134,405 42,5824 Butte, Mont. 
. ag 4 1200 1500 8 23,800.00 13,784.00 12,524.00 120,842 «52,511 + Charleston, W. Va. 
—} 7 90 1080 1 140 .... 10 34,295.00 17,739.96 15,459.96 218,628 39,795 + Couneil Bluffs, Ia. 
> 1700 1800 8 840 1200 20 68,814.35 39,250.60 34,497.31 368,105 43,000 —_ East Cleveland, 0.8 
TT 120 7 30,498.79 13,460.51 11,762.00 187,407 —_28, 000 Elkhart, Ind. 
4 900 1440 SR cai 5 13,532.40 6,786.08 5,986.93 128,959 28,000 Fargo, N. D. 
Tt 1 720 6 16,649.98 10,072.10 8,452.10 201,171 + 36,000 ~—- Great Falls, Mont. 
mm ? oe .... 1 420 3 5,000.00 2,840.00? 2,320.00? 36,500 25,000 Jackson, Tenn. 
—! 1 900 8 «144 | (204 11 24,539.30 9,453.65 7,972.62 219,380 43,000 Joplin, Mo. 
= 2 1200 1260 emi ews tT! cae 7 30,504.00 15,120.32 13,391.80 224,272 30,4214 La Crosse, Wis. 
| 2 1700 1900 11 900 1500 25 96,673.85 51,305.81 46,961.92 440,205 65,000 Lakewood, 0.7 
> 4 80 1320 : a on 11 33,561.46 14,609.93 13,470.54 205,533 50,000 Lima, 0. 
=|; 990 1750 ehh Bene 20 63,417.75 39,337,008 36,248.00 380,317 47,600 Madison, Wis. 
| 3 1020 Te i cazs 8 23,217.94 13,922.69 12,457.69 248,131 45,000 Muncie, Ind. 
—?5 1200 1700 3 1020 1200 24 78,435.00 48,910.00 45,130.00 471,906 43,088 = Muskegon, Mich." 
1 0 8 24,459.25 11,040.00 10,140.00 173,842 30,2774 Muskogee, Okla. 
1 4 600 900 ee ates bien 6 10,000.00 7,265.21 5,969.21 110,252 32,8044 Ogden, Ut. 
| 4 960 1140 3 720 900 11 28,500.00? 15,340.00? 13,165.00? 237,096 49,100 + ~—- Perth Amboy, N.J. 
4 900 1620 5 11,000.06 7,573.40 7,171.40 194,617 45,600 ~—S— Port Arthur, Tex. 
| 4 1200 1260 1 1020 8 23,194.31 10,182.70 8,466.70 183,511 25,9444 Port Huron, Mich. 
| 2 1268 yz ee 4 12,092.00 6,353.00 5,453.00 136,307 45,581¢ Pueblo, Colo. 
oy 2 960 «1440 =— 29801200 S i Seen 8,280.00 7,320.00 149,144 17,247 Rochester, Minn. 
"| 2 1500 1740 2 876 8 20,898.43 9,530.89 8,430.89 151,024 60,000 Springfield, Mo. 
| 4 0 1320 4 624 720 14 30,646.00? 20,365.34 17,446.34 269,873 39,6714 Superior, Wis. 
SL 780 oy =e 10 24,814.14 11,019.17 10,119.17 170,107 50,0004 Topeka, Kan. 
a 1 1620 ee -- 4 12,500.00 8,220.00 6,420.00 115,968 40,975 Tucson, Ariz. 
i a Lean BP 8 19,636.37 9,840.00 9,060.00 189,469 57,000 Waco, Tex. 
| 5 1100 1500 ae regen oe. 12 38,707.25 22,437.22 19,070.60 287,741 34,764 Waltham, Mass. 
“a 4 90 1450 iy en 10 28,937.80 16,499.52 14,461.81 235,473 «30,000 += Watertown, Mass. 
‘a 3 140 ~«.... 1 38,955.00? 21,970.00 «19,970.00? 241,071 +—=«-27,248- White Plains, N. Y.%* 





> 11 Also assistant librarian. 
u Hall tine librariar also first assistant. 


| 
16 One is first assistant. 
| 16 Also has assistant librarian—$1980, and head of Book Order Department—$1980. 
} Recent population estimates given except where otherwise indicated. 

Income and salary are for 1927 or the equivalent fiscal year unless otherwise indicated. 
| No part time assistants, paid by the hour, have been included. 
| 
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A Girl's Book List 


New 1928 edition. An annotated list of 34 books which 
girls from six to fifteen always like. Compiled by the Book 
Evaluating Committee of the Children’s Librarians Section 
of the A. L. A. Short annotations. An entire revision of the 
popular 1925 list of which 138,000 copies were sold. Illus-  }} 


trations. Prices: 100 copies, $1.35; 500, $3.50; 1000, $6; 
5000, $19. 
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A Boy’s Book List 


New 1928 edition. A companion list 
to A girl’s book list. Thirty-three favor- 
ites selected by the Book Evaluating 
Committee of the Children’s Librarians 
Section. For boys from six to fifteen. 
Complete revision of the 1925 list of 
which 145,000 copies were sold. Illus- 


trations. Prices: 100 copies, $1.35; 500, $3.50; 1000, $6; 
5000, $19. 
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